CHAPTER II
THE GOOD BOLSHEVIK
WHEN I was released from prison in the middle of October 1918,
things were pretty critical for the Bolsheviks. Out of the vast empire
which the Tsar had surrendered to the Provisional Government,
the only parts remaining under the control of the Bolsheviks were
the central provinces based on Moscow and Petrograd themselves.
The Germans were in Finland, Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, White Russia, and the whole of the Ukraine, including the
shores of the Black Sea and the Crimea^ as far as Rostoffon the Don.
Farther to the east, the Cossacks of the Don had established their
independence under an Ataman, General Krasnoff, who was
receiving German support. Between the Don and the Caucasus
mountains a straggling horde of Reds was being driven towards the
Caspian Sea by General Denikin5 commanding a volunteer force
composed largely of former officers and men of the Imperial Army.
All Siberia from Vladivostok to the Urals had been lost and was
dominated by a mixed force of Czechs, anti-Bolshevik Russians and
Siberians of many political shades, Americans, British, and Japanese.
Between the Urals and Moscow, the composite anti-Bolshevik forces
held all the territory up to the Volga, including the provinces of
Orenburg, Samara, and Kazan, The Arctic coast-line was in the
hands of another mixed force of British and anti-Bolshevik Russians
with bases at Archangel and Murmansk, Attacked simultaneously on
the north, east and south, and maintaining a precarious relation-
ship of neither peace nor war with the long German line all down
the west, the situation of the Bolsheviks in the centre looked perilous
in the extreme.
But the real situation was far worse. Without the Ukraine,,
without Siberia, what was Bolshe\dk Russia to do for food ? There
was grain and other food in Central Russia, but the trouble was to
get it in large enough quantities from the peasants who either had
only enough for themselves and saw no reason why they should go
on short commons to help the people in the towns, or when they did
possess surpluses were willing to part with them only in exchange for
manufactured goods which the Bolshevik authorities, owing to the
failure of industry, could not supply.
I found there were four classes of ration-cards in use when I came
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